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23 a) » Friend Mr Candid, whom I have for- 
So Ent) he _—e . 44 
~ Ae, » 


merly introduced to my Readers, as a 
Member of the Club, to which I belong 
at the Devil-Tavern near Temple-Bar, called 
upon me the other Morning, and informed 
me, that having feen the Tragedy of Mac- 
beth inimitably performd thee Night be- 
fore, he had thrown together fome cur- 
fory Obfervations on that Production, 
which he defired I would communicate to the Public, through 
the Channel of this Paper. As 1 make no doubt but Shey will 
prove acceptable, I fhall fubmit them to the Perufal of the Cri- 
tics, in the loofe Form which the Writer obferved in putting 
them together. 

In order to calculate the Merit and Abilities of an Author 
with any Degree of Exactnels, it is highly neceflary to confider 
the Genius of his Age, and to examine the Opinions of his Co- 
temporaries. If a Poet, now-a-days, fhould make the entire 
Action of his Tragedy depend upon Enchantment, and the prin- 
cipal Incidents refult from the interpofition of fupernatural /\- 
gents, he would undoubtedly be centured, as tr aniereft ne 
Bounds of Probability. He would be banithed from the Stage 
ta the N urlery, and beingernne . to write Fairy Tales inftead of 

racedies. But Shake/pecr was in no Danger of fuch Centures , 
for if we furvey the Notions that prevail’ Pd when Macbeth was 
written, it will appear that he only,turned a Syftem, univerfally 
adm ‘ited, to his Advantage; and did not, in the leaft, over 
burthen the Credulity of his Audience. 
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Tue Reality of Witchcraft and Enchantment has in all Ages 
been credited by the common Pcople, and in many Countries 
even by the Learned. In Proportion as the Darknets of Igno- 

nce was more grofs, theie Phantoms have appeared more fre- 
que vedtlye ; but the brighteft Beams of Knowledge have never 
been jufficient to drive them throughout the World. In the 
Time of our great Dramatic Genius, s, the Doétrine of Witch- 
craft, was by the Law and Fathion equally iftablifhed. As 
Prodigies therefore are always feen, whenever the Imagination 
iS prepoffefied with them, Witches were difcovered daily, and in 
fome Places increafed fo much, that a learned Biihop takes no- 
tice of a Village in Lancafbire, where their Number exceeded 

the Number of Houtes. 

Upon this epidemical Phrenzy Shake/pear might well be per- 
mitted to Build a Play; efpecially fince he has with great Ex- 
actnefs followed the Hiftories, which were then deemed authen- 
tic; and I do not doubt, but the Scenes of Enchantment, were 

thought by himfe!lf and his Audience, very awful and affecting. 

Tuts Tragedy may be confidered in a twofold Views; with 
regard to the imaginary Exiftencies introduced, and likewife 
with refpect to the Characters drawn from the Page of human 
Nature, In this latter Senfe, it muft be allowed to teach a 
very important Leffon, vz. the intoxicating Power and rapid 
Progrefs of Vice. In the Perfon of Macbeth, we fee a Mind en- 
riched with many noble Qualities, and, after a fevere Confli&, 
fubdued by Invincible Ambition, in {pite of the Suggeftions 
of a Contcience naturally tender and fenfible, All his Senti- 
ments of Loyalty, Gratitude, and Hofpitality give place, by 
imperceptible Degrees, to his unbounded Luft of Power, we 
to the Inftigations of a wicked Woman, till at leneth he i 

ransformed from a Man of many moral Virtues, to as great a 
Monfter of Iniquity as ever debated human Nature. Who is 
there that dces not Startle at the Moral here inculcated ? Who, 
though adorned with every amiable Quality, can reflect on Mac- 
beth’s unhappy Fate, without Shuddering to think, on what a 
precarious Tenure, he holds the moft valuable of all ar PoffeMfions ? 

Macseru ({ays an ingenious Author) is the fame in Sheke/pear, 
as in Boetivs and Buchenan. The Poet conforms his Fable 
Characters to the Traditions of his Hiftorians. ‘* Animus etiat 
‘« Mecbctii per fe ierox, prope quotidianis conviciis conjugis (que 
‘ omnium Confiliorum ei erat confcia) fumulabatur.”  “ Mac- 

‘ beth, fierce of himfelf, was fourr’d on by the almoft daily Re- 
‘¢ proaches of his Wife, his Boiom-Counfellor in all his Defigns.” 
Low nobly has Shek spe av improved this Hint ; aid how finifhed 


are his Characters of this wicked Pair, through every Stage of 


Guilt, unfteady and reluctant in the Man, ready and remorielet{s 
in the Woman ? 

‘Vue Incantations in this Play have a Solemnity admirably a- 
dapted to the Occafion ; they are part of the Story itfelf, and 
t' herefore properly ufed by the Poet, in a Bufinets, of itfelf Dark, 
ijorrid and Bloody. But Subjects of this Kind (which are perhaps 
in themfelves difagreeable ) cannot, at any Time, become inter- 
tainine, but by receiving a Tinge from an Imagination, like 
Shakefpear’s ; for which Reafon Mir Dryden would not allow even 
Beaumont and Fletcher to imitate him in this Point. 
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But Shakelpear’s Magic could not copied be , 


Within that Circle none could walk but be. 

Our Author could not only bring his Arie! from the Atherial 
Regions, but could alfo f{ummon Ghofts from below, and had 
an equal {way in the Upper and Lower World. The noble Ex- 
travagance or Fancy, which he had in fo great Perfection, made 
him capable of fucceeding, where he had nothing to fupport 
him, befides the Strength of his own Genius. There is fome- 
thing fo wild, yet fo folemn, in the Speeches of his imaginary 
Perfons, that we cannot he Ip thinking them Natural, and muit 
confeis, that if there are fuch Beings, it is highly probable, 
their Manners and Vocations, their Sports and Paftimes, their 
Delights and Melentepenst, muft be fuch as he has reprefented. 

Turovucu all the Scenes of Inchantment, it is obfervable, that 
Shake/pear has felected his infernal Ceremonies with the utmoft 
Judgment. Fie artfully conforms to vulgar Opinions and Tra- 
ditions, and euleinties the Circumftances of Horror, upon an 
Occafion in which the Fate of a King is involved, with the moft 
amazing Solemnity. The Babe, whofe Finger is ufed, muft be 
frrangle d in its Buth; the Liver of a blafpheming Fow muft make 
part ; the Grea/e, ‘nit not only be suman, but muft have dropped 
trom a Gbdet, and that too, the Gibbet of a Murderer, and even 
the Sow, whote Blood is infufed, muft have offended Nature by 
devouring ker cwn Farrow. Thefe are touches of the greateft 
Judgment and Genius. 

AFrer this general View of Macbeth, ¥ mutt beg eave to 
mention fome particular Paffages, which are always {ure to ftrike 
very forcibly on my Imagination. The Scene, wherein Lady 
Macbeth endeavours to work her Hufband to the Execution of her 
treacherous Defign cn Duncan’s Life, feems to deferve particular 
Notice. The Arguments, which fhe urges, evidently demon- 
{trate the Poet’s Knowledge of the human Fieart. She artfully 
dwells on the Excellence and Dignity of Courage, which Idea 
have, in every Age, dazled Mankind, and animated by turns 
the victorious Hero, and the midnight Ruffian. Macbeth de- 
ftroys the Fallacy, by diftinguifhing between true Courage and 
falfe Spirit ; 

I dave do all that may becsine a Man, 
Who dares do mere is none, — 





The judicious Critic will perceive, that this Topic is infifted up- 
on with the utmoft Propriety; for as Courage is the principal 
Virtue of a Soldier, the Reproach of Cowardic e cannot be borne 
froma Women, with any Degree of Patience. 

Wuen Ledy Mecheth is conSrming herfelf in her horrid Pur 
pofe, fhe breaks out into a Wifh (amidtt the Violence of her E- 
motions) very natural to a Murderer. 

— Come thick Night, 
And pall thee in the dunneft Smoke of Fell, 
Thet my keen Knife tee not the Wound it makes, 
Nor Heav’n peep thro’ the Blanket of the Dark, 
To cry —— Hoty! —— Horn! —— 

In this Pafiage is exerted all the Force of Poetry. The Night 
is invoked, not invefted in common Obicurity, a the Senha 
of Hell, and we cannot but fympathize with the Horrors of a 
Wretch about to murder her King, her Friend, her Benefaétor, and 
her Gueft. Lady Macbeth dreads !caft the Sight of the intended 
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Wound fhould withold her Knife, and fhe proceeds to with, 
the Madnefs of her Guilt, that the very Infpection of Heaven 
may be intercepted, and that fhe may (veiled in infernal Dark- 
nefs) efcape the Eye of Providence. This is the higheft Ex- 
travagance of determined Wickednefs. 

Wuen Macbeth is preparing for the Murder of Duncan, his 
Imagination is big with the Horror of the Deed ; within, his 
Soul is difmay’d at the Guilt of the Enterprize, and w ithout, e- 
very thing is difmal and affrighting. His Eyes rebel againit his 
Realtor, and he ftarts at Images, which have no Reality. 


Is this a Dagger, which I fee befere nie, 
The Handle tow’rd my Hand! come, let me clutch thee — 
I hove thee not, and yet I fee thee fiill. 


Fig then endeavours to fummon his Reafon to his Aid, but in 
vain; the Terror ftamped on all his Powers will not be fhaken off ; 
I fee thee yet, in Form as palpable 
As ibis which now I draw. — 
Here enfues a new Attempt to reafon himfelf out of the Delu- 
fion, but it is too ftrong ; 
IT fee thee ftill ; 
And on thy Blade end Dudgeon gouts of Blood, 
Which were not there before. —— 
At iength the Chimera vanifhes , 
—— There's no fuch Thing. —— 


Tus whole Delufion is carried on in fo fkilful a Manner, that 
the Audience ftart at the vifionary. Dagger, and thare the Con- 
fternation. The Contraft between Macbeth and his \ Wife is fine- 
ly marked, by the Remorfe of the Man, and the hard-hearted 
Cruelty of the Woman ; the leaft Noife, the very found of their 
own Voices is affrighting, and the Mind is alarmed every inftant 
with new Conjectures, and frefh Ideas of Perturbation.— 


Hark! Peace! 
It was the Owl that fhrieked ; — that fatal Bellman 
That gives the flerwft Good-night — he is about it — 
and again ; 

—— Alack! I am afraid they have awak'd ; 
~~ Lis not done, — ih’ Attempt, and not the Deed, 

ounds us — hark | ! — J laid the Daggers ready,— 
He ail not mils thein.— 

In fhort, the Murder is reprefented in the fame affecting Hor- 
ror, which would feize the Heart upon actual Commiffion ; e- 
very Image icems Reality, and alarms the Soul; the very Blood 
curdles, and. runs cold, through the utmoft Horror and De- 
ieftation of the Deed. 

SHAKESPEAR is almoft the only Poet, who can boaft the pe- 
culiar Art of inferting Poetical Detcription in the mott ferious 
Part of his Drama, with Propricty. Pafhon, Sentiment, and 
Poetry are frequently united by him, in the moft agreeable Af- 
femblage. Amidft Macbeth’s Qaughterous Thoughts, the follow- 
ing Lines are introduced with a fole mnity fuitable to the Occafion, 
and car ry with them a pleafing kind of gloomy Imagery. 

E’re the Bat hath flown 
His cloyfter’d Flight, ere to black Hecate’s Summons 
The foard-born Beetle with bis dra wy Hums 

Hath rung Night's yawning Peal, there fhall be done 
A deed of dreadful Note.———-— 
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Ir is impoffible to reflect on the Character of Macduff, with- 
out obferving the fingular Art, with which the Author paints 
the domeftic Virtues, or thofe Affections of the Soul which re- 
gard the Prefervation of a Wife and Children. Such Sentiments, 
as are there exprefled, refult from the Suggeftions of Nature, at 
all Times fo unifor m in her Workings, that nothing but a per- 
verfe Affectation of pompous Language and juxuriance of 
Diction, can hinder fo many Writers from reaching a more exact 
Similitude in their Reprefentations. 

I fhall conclude with obterving, that the firft great Inftance 
of a Dramatic Genius confiits in "the Formation of Characters. 
In this Field Shake/pear remains unrivalled. It is his great Kx- 
cellence to mark every Character, with Manners and Sentiments 
properly ad lapted, and to maintain the Propriety of each, in all 
Circumitances of Aétion. Guilty Ambition moves in a Sphere 
fo narrow in itfelf, that it feems almoft impofiible to Diverfify 
it; and yet we fee it differently modified in tour Characters of 
our Author, If we view Hamlet’s Father-in-Law, how different 
is the Remorfe of the Daze, t-om the Scot's Diftraction ? The 
Confufion of Kine Fobn how diftinguifhed trom both ? While the 
clofe, the vigilant, and the jealous Guilt of Aichard is entirely 


peculiar to himfelt. 
p # 


TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


From my Regifter-Cffice, Nov. 17. 


Have lately received a Letter, from a Corr: fpondent at O.ford, by which 

I find that my Lucubrations vifit that Seminary of ‘Tafte and Learning. 
My Friend complains that, now and then, fome Paflages are found in my 
True Intelligence, which tion to carry with them a Ray of Light, which 
however in thofe Regions occafion nothing but Darknefs vifible. “This was 
more particularly the Cafe with my laft Saturday’ S Produétion ; ; but I muft 
beg leave to impute it to the narrow Conceptions of the Gentlemen of the 
Univerfity, who have derived their Ideas of Players from The/pis and 2: 
Cart, and, of courfe, have no notion of our prefent modern Improvements, 
They therefore litile imagine that People, alos ped from the lowett Statios nS 
in J.ife, and received by the ‘Town on account of fome fuperficial Endow- 
ments, without one fingle 'eam of Genius, Imagination, Learning, or 
Tafte, afpire to be thought Men of Confequence, KF, afhion, end Politenefs, 
To reftrian this Impertinence was the Scope of my laft Paper; but not 
to dwell any longer upon this Subject, I thal! here fubmit to Perufal a Copy 
of Verfes (fent to me from the above mentioned U niverfity which, I make no 
doubr, will be thought to have a great deal of Delicacy both in the Thought 
and the Expreffion. | 


On Travelling with a Lapy. 


As at my pretty Pil arim’s Sidy, 
Along the fultry Day ; 
A timorous, but a faithful Guide, 
I chofe the dubious Wav ; 
With anxious Care, and watchful Pace, 
The fmoothe/t Paths | trod ; 
Contriving pleafant Tales to cafe 
‘Lhe tedious irkfome Road. 
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I told of gallant Knights, who fir’d 
By gentle Ladies Eyes, 

To more than mortal Feats afpir’d, 
Their Love the precious Prize. 


I watch’d from far the black’ning Storm, 
And wafted off the Air, 

That prefs’d with rude Affault to harm 
My fearful Traveller, 


Now ftopping, with unheeded Stealth, 
I catch’d her wand’ring Eyes, 
Whilft the dear Queftion of her Health, 

A kind Pretence fupplies. 


To Profpects that from far invite, 
I teach her Eyes to roam, 
While ravifh’d with no other Sight, 
I feaft my own at Home, 


If chance fome lonely Cot I fpy; 
Retreat of happy Pair ; 

I figh, and fay, how b!eft, were I, 
Was Celia Miftrefs there. 


When thro’ fome ftragling Town we go, 
Their honeft Joy I fhare ; 

As round the gaping Ruftics Bow, 
In Homage to my my Fair. 


Thus for fo dear a Partner’s fake, 
Might I for ever rove. 

And Life’s long tedious Journey make 
A Pilgrimage of Love. 


Drury. Lane, Nov. 17. 

A new Tragedy, entitled Boadicea, is now in Rehearfal at this Theatre, 
and will be exhibited about the End of this Month.’ Mr. Garrick, Mrs. 
Cibber, Mrs. Pritchard, and Mr. Moffop, are to perform the Capital Parts, 
and from fuch Performers it is not doubted, but the Public will receive a 
great addition to their Entertainments, efpecially as this Piece is the Pro- 
duction of Mr. Glover, Author of Leonidas, an Epic Poem, in which are 
difplayed all the Graces of pure and elegant Diction, and many incidents 


entirely of a Dramatic Nature, in which the Reader cannot help feeling the 
tendereft Senfations. 


| Covent-Garden, Nov. 16. 

The Appearance which Mifs Noffiter made in the Character of Belvidera, 
is a further Confirmation that fhe is, upon many Occafions, Miftrefs of fur- 
prizing Attitude and Action, and it leaves no kind of room to doubt what 
Mr. Ranger has before obferved, that fhe will prove a very excellent 
Aétrefs, when her Voice acquires Strength from Practice, and when, by 
Experience, it mellows into more Harmony and Softnefs. ‘The prevailing 
Manner of Marking, as it is called, may be the Source of very harfh and 
diffonant Utterance, unlefs properly governed by the Energy and Force of, 
what a Quack Writer cal's, the operative Words. The attempting to lay 
an Emphafis in too many Plices is an Error ftigmatiz’d by Quintilian, who 
certainly was an unqueftionable judge of Elocution. ‘T hat great Critic ob- 
ferves, that too violent a Strefs on Words of no great import, is full as bad 
as no Emphafis at all; and this forcible Manner of Speaking {hould be ufed 
{paringly, and referved for, what Cicero calls, glowing Expreffions (verbum 


ardens ) where the Poet means to enforce fome bright Image, or to ftrike 


at the Paffions of his Auditors. 
z ON VD ON: Printed for W. FA DEN in Wine-Cffice Court, Picer. - 


Street; and J. BOUQUET, in Pater. Nofter-Row ; where Lette: 
to the Author are taken in. 
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